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A Phenomenological Study of Lived Experience of Students Studying at the Master
Degree in Educational Management at Islamic Azad University, Tonekabon Branch

Mehri Mohammadi Delche', Ali Khalkhali>

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to phenomenological study of lived experience of students
studying at the master degree in educational management at Islamic Azad University,
Tonekabon Branch. It has been used an interpretation method of qualitative research
approaches to understand the lived experience of the students. Statistical population involved
all students studying at the master degree in educational management at Islamic Azad
University, Tonekabon Branch in academic year 2015-16 who at least three semesters have
passed. Sampling was targeted and its process in this research has continued until data
saturation. Data was gathered through semi-structured interviews and targeted observation.
Then, data were analyzed using Van Manen method. Findings showed that students' lived
experience can be divided in three categories such as: experience about field, experience
about curriculum and experience about professors. Experience about the field included initial
interest, subsequent satisfaction, the labor market and knowledge of the nature, importance
and status of the field. Experience about the curriculum included the relationship between
courses and field and unit cohesion, updated units and books and topics required and thesis.
Experience about professors included the professors' character, knowledge, teaching and
evaluation methods. The results showed that students were satisfied from components such as:
initial interest, updating courses and books, and professors' character, but they were relatively
satisfied from components such as: the subsequent satisfaction and professors' knowledge.
Also, the results indicated that students were relatively unsatisfied from some other factors
such as: ignorance about the nature of the course, its less importance, poor labor market, lack
of links and coherence between the units and instructional topics, ineffectiveness of some units
and some vacuum units and instructional topics, the ambiguity in the choice of thesis topic,
and professors' teaching and evaluation methods. Therefore, it is necessary a structural review
in the field of educational management and the importance, status and modules of study and
its teaching and evaluation methods.

Keywords: phenomenology, lived experience, schooling, master degree, educational
management, Islamic Azad University- Tonekabon Branch
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